HAWAII HEALTH AUTHORITY

Department of Budget and Finance

STATE OF HAWAII

Minutes of Meeting

  


Date: 
 
Tuesday, October 17, 2011
Places: 
Hawaii State Capitol (HSC)





Boards and Commissions Conference Room






Fourth Floor, Room 415

Honolulu, HI  96813

Akaku Main Office (AMO)
Room 104

333 Dairy Road






Kahului, HI  96732

I. Call Meeting to Order

The first Hawaii Health Authority meeting was called to order at 4:11 P.M. by Jory Watland. Members attended meeting through videoconferencing in accordance to Section 92-3.5

HHA Members present: 

Nathan Chang (HSC) 

Ritabelle Fernandes (HSC) 

Stephen Kemble (HSC) 

Marion Poirier (HSC)

Wendie Schwab (AMO)

Jory Watland (HSC)

HHA Members absent:

Rey Graulty 


S. Peter Kim

Guests present: 

Debbie Shimizu (HSC) Governor’s Legislative Liaison 

Chelsea Okamoto (HSC) Intern to the Governor’s Policy Office
II. Review of Meeting Minutes from October 4, 2011

Minutes were reviewed.  Marion Poirier made a motion to approve the minutes, and Steven Kemble second the motion.  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.

III. Review of HHA Duties and Responsibilities as outlined in HRS Chapter 322H-2
Jory Watland read HRS Chapter 322H-2.  There was discussion about the interpretation of section (a) of this chapter.  Section (a) reads:

“The authority shall be responsible for overall health planning for the State and shall be responsible for determining future capacity needs for health providers, facilities, equipment, and support services providers” (HRS Chapter 322H-2a)
Jory Watland suggested that the scope of Hawaii Health Authority is to become a State agency that will oversee the entire State’s health.  Stephen Kemble presented concerns that the interpretation of the legislation isn’t to become the Department of Health. Marion Poirier asks if the intent of legislation was to have HHA act as an “umbrella” authority. 
IV. HHA Comprehensive Health Plan 

To continue on the agenda, Jory Watland reviews section (b) of HRS Chapter 322H-2.  The Hawaii Health Authority needs to develop comprehensive health plan that includes: 

                “ Establishment of eligibility for inclusion in a health plan for all individuals.
Determination of all reimbursable services to be paid by the authority.
Determination of all approved providers of services in a health plan for all individuals.
Evaluation of health care and cost effectiveness of all aspects of a health plan for all individuals.
Establishment of a budget for a health plan for all individuals in the State.” 

(HRS Chapter 322H-2b)
Members discussed potential resources that could be used for each of these points. 
· Under “establishment of eligibility for inclusion in a health plan for all individuals,” Jory Watland stated that HHA would need to define the population we are trying to cover.  Steven Kemble noted that the principle that we’re trying to achieve is to eliminate administrative waste, Jory Watland agreed.  Ritabelle Fernandes mentions establishing working groups to take each bullet point as outlined in section (b).  Steven Kemble also suggested that all the members join the One Payer group because they have many resources and research already conducted regarding the plan HHA is trying to develop.
· For “determination of all reimbursable services to be paid by the authority” Jory Watland stated that we’ll need to have someone familiar with the Prepaid Health Care Act, ERISA and the waivers specific to Hawaii.  Marion Poirier suggested that an Attorney General Representative sits in on HHA meetings.  Chelsea Okamoto will work on having a representative attend future meetings.

· Under “determination of all approved providers of services in a health plan for all individuals,” Jory Waltnad said we need someone familiar with scope of practice issues.  Wendie Schwab gave the example of dental hygienists and detailed the differences between general supervision vs. direct supervision.  Another example noted was nurse practitioners.  Marion Poirier presented testimony on “Hawaii Health Authority Concerns and Suggestions” 
· For “evaluation of health care and cost effectiveness of all aspects of a health plan for all individuals” and “establishment of a budget for a health plan for all individuals in the State,” it was determined that we would need a budget working group.
V. New Business
Wendy Schwab presented a motion to find a different conference room location or different video conference technology so the video feed will be transmitted better.  Chelsea Okamoto is working on finding suitable VTC rooms.  Jory Watland mentioned that DOH conference rooms may be available.
VI. Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 5:19 P.M.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 7th at 4:00 pm
